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Situation Overview & Humanitarian Needs 1 

Since the beginning of April 2015, Anbar governorate – already heavily affected by violence in the last year – has witnessed 
large numbers of newly displaced individuals, due to the conflict in Ramadi and neighboring areas. IDPs have fled across 
15 of the 18 governorates in Iraq. The level of threat to civilians varies widely within the governorate. The cities of Fallujah, 
Ramadi, Husayba, Khalidiyah and Al-Karma are severely affected by hostilities, while other areas are moderately impacted. 
Urban areas witnessing violence are still inhabited by civilians who have no means to resettle in safer areas.   

Increasing violence and the subsequent takeover of Ramadi City by ISIL on 17 May, has caused a new wave of displacement 
from Anbar Governorate. As of 26 May, 14,240 families (approximately 86,000 individuals) fled Ramadi during this second 
wave of displacement (IOM Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM)).2 Of these, roughly 74 per cent are displaced within 
Anbar Governorate. In total, an estimated 180,000 people have fled Ramadi District since military operations and ISIL 
attacks escalated on 8 April 2015. The worst affected governorates are Anbar, Babylon, Baghdad and Sulaymaniyah.  

The majority of the displaced are fleeing towards Falluja District in Anbar Governorate or eastwards towards Baghdad 
Governorate, through Bzbiz Bridge, which is currently the only crossing point between the two governorates. Due to entry 
restrictions, the bridge remained congested with people, throughout the reporting period.  

                                                        
1 Each RRM Kit provides one family (seven people) with sufficient supplies for the first days of displacement. Kits include bottled water, one bucket 
or jerry can, one hygiene kit and the World Food Programme (WFP) 12kg Immediate Response Ration (food parcel). 
2  International Organization for Migration (IOM) Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Ramadi Crisis Dashboard, 26.05.2105; available at 
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page 

Highlights 
 As of 26 May, 14,240 families (approximately 86,000 individuals) fled Ramadi during the second wave of 

displacement starting 14 May, in response to the repeated advance of ISIL. Of these, roughly 74 per cent are 
displaced within Anbar Governorate. 

 In total, over 180,000 people have fled Ramadi District since 8 April, when ISIL attacks and military operations 
escalated, and are displaced across 15 governorates. 

 Since 8 April the UNICEF and WFP-led Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) Consortium (UN and NGOs) distributed a 
total of 96,030 RRM kits, benefitting approximately 672,200 displaced people across more than 40 locations.  

 Throughout the reporting period, UNICEF dispatched WASH emergency items to collective centers in Baghdad 
Governorate, improving access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene of an estimated 3,500 beneficiaries. 
An additional 12,000 IDPs on the move were provided with life-saving drinking water supplies in Al Habaniya and 
Ameriyat al-Fallujah within Anbar Governorate.  

 On 24 May, UNICEF delivered more than six million capsules of Vitamin A and 320 sets of spare parts for ice-lined 
refrigerators to the Ministry of Health (MoH), which will be distributed all over the country, with priority given to the 
governorates hosting IDPs. 

 UNICEF, through its implementing partners, registered approximately 200 children for psychosocial support activities 
in the four newly established Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in each of the new camps and collective centers in Baghdad 
Governorate. 

 

 

http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
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Restrictions on movement for internally displaced persons (IDPs) remain in Sulaymaniyah, Babylon, Karbala, Najaf, and 
Baghdad governorates as the security situation remains unstable. Roads previously reported as open can close almost 
without warning, affecting humanitarian access.  

On 23 May, ISIL reportedly took control of the town of Husayba Al-Sharqiyah, east of Ramadi in Anbar Governorate, 
moving on towards Khalidiyah Town, prompting IDPs to leave ahead of the ISIL advance. Reports suggest that the town 
was retaken a few days later by forces loyal to the Iraqi Government. As ongoing violence and clashes continue to threaten 
areas east of Ramadi, there has been a continuous movement of 1,796 families (estimated 10,776 individuals)3 from 
Khalidiyah Sub-district primarily to different locations in Fallujah District, due to the limited access to the Bzbiz Bridge. 

 

Humanitarian Leadership and Coordination 

Cluster coordination mechanisms are being activated or re-established in Baghdad and partners are meeting on a weekly 
basis to strengthen coordination. UNICEF is appointed Cluster Coordinator for Education and WASH, and Sub-cluster 
Coordinator for Child Protection. Within each Cluster, UNICEF developed internal service delivery targets in line with the 
Humanitarian Response Plan (to be launched in Brussels on June 4, 2015) and the inter-agency Contingency Plan. UNICEF 
and partners hold Emergency Coordination Team (ECT) meetings twice a week, based in Baghdad. Bi-weekly meetings 
with RRM Consortium partners including WFP, IOM, and UNFPA are facilitated to validate information, discuss 
displacement trends and plan coordinated humanitarian response. In response to displacements from Anbar Governorate 
to the centre and southern Governorates of Iraq, UNICEF and UN partners continue to coordinate with the Joint 
Coordination and Monitoring Centre (JCMC), the national emergency coordination system of the Government of Iraq. 
Meetings are convened fortnightly, including UN Agencies, JCMC and line ministry members. 

 

Humanitarian Strategy 

Since the onset of new displacements from Anbar in early April 2015, UNICEF Iraq has been responding to the needs of 
the most vulnerable individuals and communities through the provision of immediate humanitarian aid. UNICEF 
operationalized a 90-day Response Plan that sets concrete targets for aid delivery across the period 15 May to 15 August 
2015, across UNICEF’s programmatic areas of Child Protection, Education, Health and Nutrition, and WASH. The plan is 
being coordinated by the Chief of Field Operations with the support of the Emergency team, Supply and Logistics, the 
Chiefs of Field Offices, Cluster Leads for WASH and Education, and core emergency programme staff. Progress benchmarks 
(numbers of beneficiaries reached) have been created for measurement at 30, 60 and 90 days of the response. The 
benchmarks and overall plan will remain flexible given the potential for rapid changes in IDP numbers.  

 

Summary Analysis of Programme Response 

Rapid Response Mechanism (RRM) 

Since 8 April the UNICEF and WFP-led RRM Consortium (UN and NGOs) distributed a total of 96,030 RRM kits, benefitting 
672,210 displaced people across more than 40 locations, including many are hard-to-reach locations.  

During the reporting period, 34,374 RRM kits were distributed at various locations in Baghdad, Erbil, Sulaymaniyah, Anbar, 
Salah al-Din, Kerbala and Diyala Governorates, benefitting an estimated 240,625 individuals, of which 8,493 kits included 
the World Food Programme’s (WFP) Immediate Response Rations (IRR/ food parcel). 

On 24 May, NRC distributed 2,000 RRM kits sufficient for 10,000 people for three days at the Bzbiz Bridge, due to the 
frequent congestion of large numbers of IDPs at this location in order to cross into Baghdad Governorate. According to 
reports, the local community is also responding.  9,200 UNICEF RRM kits were distributed with the support of IOM in 
Ameriyat al-Fallujah, Anbar governorate on 22 May, sufficient to meet the needs of 60,000 displaced individuals.   

 

Water, Sanitation & Hygiene (WASH) 

Ongoing wastewater desludging for Al Habaniya Tourist City, which began on 16 May, continues, with up to 10 desludging 
trips each day to relieve the pressure on sanitation systems caused by new arrivals from Ramadi. Additionally, daily water 
trucking to Ameriyat al-Fallujah, Habaniya City, Khaldiyah and Nukhaib in Anbar Governorate is continuing, giving an 
estimated 14,200 IDPs access to sufficient amounts of safe drinking water. 

                                                        
3 International Organization for Migration (IOM) Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) Ramadi Crisis Dashboard, 26.05.2105; available at 
http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page 

http://iomiraq.net/dtm-page
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UNICEF, through its implementing partner Rebuild Iraq Recruitment Program (RIRP), distributed hygiene kits to 250 IDP 
families, displaced to Al-Kimioi Camp in Ameriyat al-Fallujah and is still supporting IDPs on the move through the provision 
of life-saving drinking water supplies in Al Habaniya (24,000 litres of cold bottled water), and Ameriyat al-Fallujah (3,000 
litres of cold bottled water) within Anbar Governorate. The distribution, which benefitted more than 12,000 individuals, 
was coordinated with the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) due to an official support request. 

Throughout the reporting period, UNICEF dispatched WASH emergency items to various collective centres in Baghdad 
Governorate (including al Khadra’a Camp, Takiya and Al Jamia’a collective centres and Al Resala Tented Camp), improving 
access to safe drinking water, sanitation and hygiene for an estimated 3,460 beneficiaries. In total, 310 hygiene kits, 14 
water tanks, 26 mobile latrines, 31 family water kits, 310 toilet jars, 150 cool boxes and 22,500 packs of baby diapers were 
dispatched to the concerned locations, and are now being distributed and installed. Additionally, UNICEF is continuously 
conducting hygiene promotion campaigns, to decrease typical health risks in al Khadra’a Camp in Baghdad Governorate, 
benefitting approximately 160 IDP families. 

Since the beginning of the displacement from Ramadi during the second week of April, UNICEF has provided 58,468 
individuals displaced from Anbar with access to adequate amounts of safe water, 28,751 IDPs with access to sanitation 
and distributed hygiene materials to 22,484 IDPs throughout the affected governorates. 

 

Health & Nutrition 

On the 24 May, UNICEF delivered more than six million capsules of Vitamin A and 320 sets of spare parts for ice-lined 
refrigerators to the Ministry of Health (MoH), which will be distributed all over the country, with priority given to the 
governorates hosting IDPs. Through 12 Primary Health Centre’s (PHC) with UNICEF support, outreach teams continued 
polio vaccinations targeting IDP children at Bzbiz Bridge and other camps. From 19 to 23 May, UNICEF in consultation with 
the World Health Organization (WHO) and in cooperation with the Ministry of Health (MoH), vaccinated a total of 12,151 
IDP children aged under 15 years recently displaced from Ramadi and other areas in Anbar Governorate against polio, and 
8,546 IDP children aged nine months to 15 years against measles.  

UNICEF and WHO are supporting a 5-day Polio National Immunization Day campaign (PNIDs) which commenced on 24 
May and is targeting all 5.8 million children aged under five years in Iraq, regardless of their nationality or place of origin. 
To increase vaccine uptake, UNICEF supported a national communication campaign, including mass media, social 
mobilization and high profile events. UNICEF is directly supporting mobile vaccination events in Baghdad during the 
campaign. Ten vehicles are transporting vaccinators and social mobilizers to different areas in Baghdad, focusing 
particularly on high-risk populations.  

  

Child Protection (CP) 

The protection of children during displacement is a key concern for UNICEF and protection partners. UNICEF and child 
protection partners have staff monitoring the ongoing displacements from Ramadi for any children in need of specialized 
Child Protection services and for incidences of suspected grave violations of child rights (MRM cases).  

UNICEF, through its implementing partners Danish Refugee Council (DRC), Tajded, Human for Human, and Iraqi 
Organization Women and Future (IOWF) registered approximately 200 children for psychosocial support activities in the 
four newly established Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) in each of the new camps in Baghdad Governorate (Asia and Jamia’a 
collective centres, Khadra’a Camp and Nida’a Mosque). Activities started on 25 May, including sports, reading, drawing, 
and singing, with the aim of creating a space of normalcy and to indirectly address the traumatic experiences of the newly 
displaced children. Two provisory CFS started offering recreational and psychosocial support activities as well.  

Since the beginning of the Anbar Crisis mid-April 2015, UNICEF through its partner the DRC, trained 35 community 
members, who are volunteering in the CFS on Child Protection in Emergencies (CPiE) and awareness-raising techniques 
focused on children. The volunteers received an induction from IOWF that included a Code of Ethics and Conduct. Since 
the beginning of the Anbar Crisis on 8 April, UNICEF’s partner DRC identified and referred 282 children in need for 
specialized CP services to DARI, a local organization. UNICEF has also supported the payment of medical bills for these 
children.  Furthermore, UNICEF’s partner DRC, UNICEF facilitators and volunteers, distributed 600 dignity kits to women 
and girls in the four camps in Baghdad Governorate. 

  

Education  

The newly established 11-classroom tent school in Takiyah Collective Center in Baghdad Governorate, the result of 
collaboration between UNICEF and the Ministry of Education, is operating on a daily basis in triple shifts from 7:00am to 



Humanitarian Situation Report: Ramadi Displacement             21 - 27 May 2015 

4 

 

6:00 pm in order to accommodate the educational needs of as many IDP children as possible. The official opening of the 
school was delayed due to a strong storm in Baghdad, affecting the entire camp, including three tents of the school, which 
required repairs. The school has a total of 49 staff members, including teachers and managers and recently started to 
offer grade 10 and 11, thus raising the total number of registered students to 825 children and adolescents (grades 1 to 
11). Students include children who missed schooling for more than two years. This constitutes an increase of more than 
100 students since last week.  

On 27 May, UNICEF dispatched additional furniture and supplies to the school including cupboards, desks, chairs, shades, 
one extra classroom tent, whiteboards, stationary, and bags for 200 students and 50 teachers.  

Upon request of children, parents, community members, teachers, and school management and with the approval of the 
Directorate of Education (DoE), the school will continue to operate throughout summer holidays, in order to give students 
a chance to catch up missed classes and pass their final exams. Beyond access to education, this school offers vulnerable 
communities a sense of normalcy, offers jobs to educational staff, and keeps the entire community engaged. In order to 
operate normally, UNICEF field staff report a need for textbooks, a generator, and stationary.   

With the support of UNICEF, two training sessions were finalized on 21 May, benefitting 40 teachers (including teachers 
affected by the recent Ramadi crisis) in Resafa. The training sessions focused on psychosocial support, improved pedagogy 
and school governance.  

IDP teachers expressed the need to receive psychosocial support themselves to cope with the mental strain as well as to 
be ready to provide their students with much needed psychosocial assistance. The newly displaced children need catch 
up classes to have the opportunity to take missed examinations. Many of the schools in Anbar were affected by the 
fighting and will need rehabilitation once families return to their places of origin. Increased support is also needed for 
schools that are hosting IDP students, to manage the increased number of students. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next SitRep: 05/06/2015 
 

UNICEF Iraq Country Office Official Website: http://www.unicef.org/iraq/ 

UNICEF Iraq Country Office Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq  

Humanitarian Response for Iraq: http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq  

 
  
 

Disclaimer: This report is based on information received from various internal and open sources. With the exception of the 
UNICEF Programme Update, not all information could be independently verified and as such, the report does not reflect 
the opinion or position of UNICEF. This report is intended for informational purposes and is not an official document.  

Who to 
contact for 
further 
information: 

Jeffrey Bates 
Iraq Country Office, 
Tel: +964 780 196 4524 
Email: JBates@unicef.org 

http://www.unicef.org/iraq/
https://www.facebook.com/unicefiraq
http://www.humanitarianresponse.info/operations/iraq
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4 High Frequency Indicator Table for the UNICEF Anbar Response is currently being aligned with the national High Frequency Indicator Table. This 
table reflects the results against activities outlined in the 90-day Anbar Response Plan. 

30 days 60 days 90 days Total Percentage

Access to safe drinking water         20,000         40,000         60,000            58,468 97

Access to sanitation services         10,000         20,000         40,000            28,751 72

Hygiene awareness, kits or other hygiene supplies         20,000         60,000       120,000            22,484 19

Access to solid waste disposal           5,000         10,000         20,000            18,492 92

School aged children with access to learning 

spaces (tents/prefab modules)
          1,000           2,000           3,000                 825 28

Teachers trained in pedagogy, school management 

or psychosocial support
             300              400              500                 380 76

Children 0-15 years old vaccinated against polio         20,000         40,000         45,000            20,528 46

Children 9 months to 15 years old vaccinated 

against measles
        10,000         25,000         40,000            16,221 41

Children provided with access to growth 

monitoring (nutrition screening) services
                -             8,000         16,000              1,591 10

Children accessing Psychosocial Support Services           1,000           1,500           2,000                 248 12

Children receiving specialized child protection 

services
               50              100              200                 282 141

Displaced individuals receiving essential relief 

items (family package/ RRM Kit)
      300,000       820,000    1,120,000          672,210 60

HEALTH & NUTRITION
d

CHILD PROTECTION

RAPID RESPONSE

Beneficiaries Planned in the UNICEF 

90-day Anbar Response Plan

Beneficiaries Reached

08/04 - 27/05 (49 days)
SUMMARY OF PROGRAMME 

RESULTS

WATER, SANITATION & HYGIENE

EDUCATION


